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A Great Multitude Which No One Could Number
Kenneth D. Sils

	“After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”  	            (Revelation 7:9-10)

	Oh, the amazing heavenly visions that John was privileged to see and ordered to write down for us to appreciate in the book called Revelation.  He just recorded the amazing throne scene in heaven as the Lamb (Jesus) victoriously emerges to take that filled-up scroll from the hand of our heavenly Father who is sitting upon the throne.  The seals from the scroll begin to be “revealed” in chapter 6 with some difficult figurative language which addresses God’s righteous vengeance which will be cast upon those who have martyred His people from the dawn of time.  
	Chapter 7 reveals to us His people (the servants of God, vs. 3).  A great angel ascends from the east and speaks of an obviously figurative “fixed number” from each tribe from the nation of Israel as the Old Testament is now complete and no more under that law system would be added.  But, that grand expression in verses 9-10 speak of – US; yes Christians, from the 1st century until today.  Let us consider three points which confirms that point about this “great multitude.”
	This great multitude is an “unfixed” number.  No one can number this multitude because people are being added to them every day.  Those who become Christians from every “corner” of the earth leave a sinful world and are added by God to this “great multitude!”  Paul spoke to Christians in Galatia and Ephesus in terms like this (read Galatians 3:26-29; Ephesians 2:14-22).  No matter who you are or where you have come from, every person on earth today can still join this great multitude!
	Why should we join?  Notice: these people have been clothed in “white robes.”  That is a visual which figuratively applies from another visual in Galatians 3:27 of having: putting on Christ in baptism.  Throughout the New Testament, we learn that baptism washes away our sins while placing us IN Christ.  Our “old sinful man” has died as we have taken on a “new man,” becoming new creatures in Christ Jesus (Romans 6:3-5, 2 Corinthians 5:17).  Remember what Isaiah said in Isaiah 1:18, “… though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.”  John just saw the vision of those who were martyred for their faith “receiving white robes (Revelation 6:11)” and then said: rest… vengeance is coming.  When Jesus died, His blood cleansed all those martyred souls, having the power to cleanse them and the power to cleanse us too (Hebrews 9:15).  Our desire for people today is to come to Jesus so they too, may receive “white robes” as most of the modern translations of Revelation 22:14 read, “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so they may have the right to the tree of life and enter into the gates of the city, ESV.”
	Notice: there is more to this than just being baptized!  This great multitude joyfully shouts grand truths about Jesus publicly.  Despite the pressures about them from adversarial governments and religious forces – they declare that Jesus is the Messiah, as the Jews did when Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem shortly before His crucifixion.  They forcefully declare that salvation is in the hands of our Heavenly Father and His Son, the Lamb of God!  They will not be silenced and friend, we won’t be silence either.  Our plea: join this great multitude.  Your eternity hangs in the balance of your decision!
