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Is a risk-reward analysis a good way to convince
someone to have faith in Jesus?
	
	For those who say it is, the analysis is made as follows: On the reward side, if the gospel of Jesus is true, then faith in Jesus will result in eternal life with Him in heaven.  On the risk side, if the gospel is not true, then faith in Jesus will forfeit some worldly pleasures without any eternal reward.  According to this analysis, faith in Jesus has a potentially big reward with only a small risk, which makes it favorable.  The analysis can be taken even further, saying that faith in Jesus results in a good, moral life even if there is no eternal reward, so faith is a win-win situation.
	The problem with this approach is that it cannot result in genuine faith in Jesus.  “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17), and the word of Christ does not speak the way this analysis speaks.
	The gospel does not present faith in Jesus as if it is merely a safe bet.  It does not teach us to invest our lives in Jesus because He is probably the Son of God.  It does not depict faith as giving up sin for just a chance of eternal life.  It does not reason that following Jesus causes you to be a good, moral person, so you can still benefit even if He turns out to be a fraud.
	Instead, the gospel insists that Jesus is true, and it leaves no room to doubt.  The apostle John said unequivocally that the words of his gospel, “have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31).  The confession of faith in Jesus is resolute: “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 8:37).
	The gospel itself refutes this risk-reward analysis.  It does not allow for the possibility that Jesus and His eternal reward could be false (1 Peter 1:3-5).  It rejects the concept of faith as a safe bet by saying hypothetically, “If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 15:19).  In spiritual and eternal terms, it shows faith as being no risk and all reward, for we will ultimately lose everything due to sin unless we surrender to Jesus for eternal life (John 8:24).
	So then, a risk-reward analysis is not a good way to convince someone to have faith in Jesus.  Instead, the good way is by the gospel with its message of certainty about Christ’s identity and the historical truth of His death, burial, and resurrection.  Let’s go and share this good way of the gospel with others.  
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