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	  				         A Rose… Is Still A Rose

	There is a famous expression which says, “A rose by any other name is still a rose.”  Oh yes… a rose is a rose is a rose!  You’d be surprised how many people don’t understand this truth when it comes to religion!  Some are constantly changing the names of sinful things in an attempt to soften the blow, even to acceptability!  What type of things you ask?  So many today have had or are having “affairs.”  Doesn’t that sound so much more palatable?  The Holy Bible calls it: fornication or adultery and yet, society deems those terms to be so condemning and judgmental, we better not allow or say them!  And there are some who are “alcoholics”, yet the New Testament calls it a sin: drunkenness.  Other sexually white-washed terms which have become commonplace are: gays, lesbians, transgenders, sister-wives, adult entertainment…” and the list seems to grow with each passing day!  
	Paul told the Romans in Romans 7:13, “… sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death in me…”  Sin - should appear as sin!  Sin can’t be sanitized or whitewashed with sweetened language.  I thought about something the other day that David Watts told me long ago.  He said, “Ken, how many legs does a dog have… if you call his tail a leg?  The answer is firmly: 4!  Why?  Because, not matter how men try to stress that his tail is called a leg… does NOT make his tail a leg!  Therefore, the answer is only 4.”  His illustration was specifically made about baptism.  No matter how many theologians want to claim that baptism can be properly and biblically called “sprinkling” or “pouring” water on someone’s head… it doesn’t change the fact that baptism is always “an immersion” in the Bible, every time!
	The point?  A rose by any other name is a rose!  Sin, by any other name you want to give it, is still sin!   When God speaks, His word is settled, we can’t change it because we don’t like it and we can’t alter it to destroy it by fabricating softer sounding alternatives.   When God made the rose… it will always be… a rose!  				                         Kenneth D. Sils
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