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Thank You For NOT Taking Away That Thorn
Kenneth Sils

	Paul had an urgent request!  Satan unloaded on Paul, spiking his life with some kind of painful “thorn”.  We don’t know what that thorn was, but it was taking a toll on Paul and three times, he begged the Lord to remove it.  Jesus said, “NO!” in 2 Corinthians 12 and then, in verse 9, the Lord explained why He wouldn’t remove Paul’s thorn.  Paul said, “Thank you, Lord” for not removing it for he ably recognized why it was best for him to suffer with Satan’s thorn, rather than having it removed.
	Sometimes, the adversities in life are far more valuable than we realize, teaching us lessons we wouldn’t have ever learned without them.  Pray… pray to our Heavenly Father for whatever is on your heart, BUT… you need to patiently appreciate an answer you might not like.  God knows what we really need, far beyond what we do!
	To help me better accept this difficult principle, consider the tale about an unidentified Confederate War soldier, who was being prepared for burial and the director supposedly found this note about his prayers in his coat pocket:

		“I asked God for strength that I might achieve.
			I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey.
		I asked for health that I might do greater things.
			I was given infirmity that I might do better things.
		I asked for riches that I might be happy.
			I was given poverty that I might be wise.
		I asked for power that I might have the praise of men.
			I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God.
		I asked for all things that I might enjoy life.
			I was given life that I might enjoy all things.

I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I had hoped for.
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am, among all men, most richly blessed.”
