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“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, and sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to 
the wedding; and they would not come.”  Matthew 22:2-23

	The beginning words of this parable indicate a great opportunity being offered to people and yet certain ones would not attend.  Today, many congregations face the fact that delinquency in attending the services of the church is a real problem needing to be addressed.  Forsaking the attending is explicitly rebuked in Hebrews 10:24-25.  Neglecting the services is equally an issue that can and often does lead to forsaking.  Some seem not to sense the seriousness of their lack of attendance or even their sporadic attendance.  Consider three areas of life under the topic of delinquency that can give greater clarity to the seriousness of the problem.
	1. In A Marriage.  How would delinquency be viewed in a marriage?  Suppose a husband or wife chose to be absent from the relationship for a time without any justifiable reason?  Later, that same husband or wife comes back acting as though nothing had really changed in the relationship while being delinquent from the home.  Does the neglected spouse simply ignore the delinquency and live as though such was a not serious problem to the marriage?  What if such happens again… and again… and again?  Surely, the honest mind can see that such delinquency is not acceptable.  When one obeys the gospel, the convert is married to Christ (Romans 7:4; 2 Corinthians 11:2).  Commitment to Christ is liken unto a commitment in marriage.
	2. In The Marketplace.  How would delinquency be viewed in the marketplace or workplace?  If one is working for another and the worker simply chooses to leave without fulfilling his/her obligation, what is the employer to do?  What if the employee shows up for work occasionally or even seasonally?  Does anyone believe that such an employee is going to be retained very long?  The Bible teaches that a convert is a servant in the kingdom (Matthew 25:14) as well as a laborer in the Lord’s vineyard (Matthew 20:1).  As faithfulness is required of those who work for another, so it is equally true of those who work for the Lord (1 Corinthians 4:2)
	3. In The Military.  How would delinquency be viewed in the military?  Can any imagine a soldier, whether an officer or not, deciding that they would serve in that capacity only when it was convenient?  Being absent without leave is not taken lightly in the military.  Whoever does so faces serious consequences.  The Bible teaches that a convert is a soldier of Jesus Christ.  Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:3-4, “Thou therefore endure hardship, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he please him who hath chosen him to be a good soldier.”  If one is to be victorious in the spiritual battle of fighting the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12), delinquency in service is not an option.  The crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8) is for those who, like Paul, can say, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).  The clarity of delinquency in these three specifics shows that neglecting the service of God whether in worship or work is not a measure of a faithful child of God. 

“All things are ready… come to the feast…”

