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EASTER – Acts 12:4
Kenneth D. Sils

           “And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also.  (Then were the days of unleavened bread.)  And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after EASTER to bring him forth to the people.” 	       Acts 12:3-4 (King James Version)
  
	The centerpiece of the gospel of Jesus Christ speaks about the death, burial and resurrection of our Savior.  Paul could not have been more clear in 1 Corinthians 15:3 saying, “For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.”  Each 1st day of the week, Christians memorialize the death of Jesus in the Lord’s Supper and will continue to do so “until He comes” again from 1 Corinthians 11:26.  Jesus will come again and every week, Christians declare: He’s alive!
	With this being said, the New Testament gives no illusion to the modern holy day known as: EASTER.  If you are causally reading this article, you may be saying, “Wait a minute, Ken!  That Scripture at the top – it has the word EASTER right there in front of me; how can you say that EASTER is not in the Bible?”  I thought you would never ask!
	I have several differing “translations” of the New Testament Scriptures and I can’t find any another translation (other than the King James Version) using the word: EASTER.  Every other translation I know of has the correct rendering of this Greek word: PASCHA.  And, they are correct!  PASCHA means and should always be translated: Passover.  
	You see, the holiday known today as EASTER did not exist then!  If you’ll consider Acts 12, it is obvious that Herod was waiting for the Passover (a Jewish annual feast day) to be over so he could do his dirty deed against Peter.  Acts 12:3 tells us that The Feast Of Unleavened Bread was occurring and the Passover is a part of that feast.  Even modern Roman Catholic translations say “Passover” instead of “EASTER” in Acts 12:4.  That should settle this issue, but most people religiously observing Easter simply do not care as blindly settled to follow the bulk of man-made denominational religious special days. 
	Yep, this is one time the translators of the King James Bible got it wrong.  We must be cautious and do our level best to use English words which properly translate the Greek words left for us in these ancient documents.  We love the resurrection of Jesus, but the holiday known as EASTER simply is nowhere to be found in sacred writ, despite the best efforts made by the translators of the 1611 King James of England translators.  Sorry!
