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	One of the most interesting events that we read about during the life of Jesus is recorded for us in the 2nd chapter of John’s gospel.  In this section, we find Jesus going to the temple to observe the Passover feast at the dawn of His ministry.  When He arrived at the temple,  Jesus found something that upset Him greatly!  He found individuals in the temple selling oxen, sheep and doves for the purpose of making money.  When he saw this, He made a whip of cords and then turned over their money-making tables as He drove them out of the temple!
	What do you suppose caused Jesus to react in such an aggressive manner?  Jesus makes the answer plain in John 2:16, “Take these things away!  Do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise!”  Towards the end of Jesus’ ministry, once again, He turned over the moneychangers table and added, “My house shall be a house of prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves” (Matthew 21:13).  Jesus abhorred how these wicked men turned pure and undefiled worship in His house into a money-making activity.  How far away the hearts of these people were from God!  Although they gave others the appearance they were serving God and men in the temple, Jesus smelled the stench of greed in their hearts (John 2:25).  
	Ponder this question: how far away is many denominational churches (and sadly, some churches of Christ) away from the same condemnation that Jesus gave the moneychangers in the temple?  Everywhere you look, there is some secular mode or method employed among the churches for bringing money into their coffers.  Bingo’s, spaghetti suppers, raffles, car washes, carnivals, music concerts, puppet shows and soon to come, Easter plays and flowers will be used to bring in those “big bucks” for the prosperity of main-line denominational groups.  What do you suppose Jesus would do today if He would attend some denominationally sponsored carnival and find all those beer booths/gaming tables/raffle tickets which raise huge sums of money in the name of God?  No doubt about it, out would come that whip!
	In 1 Timothy 3:15, Paul told Timothy this, “… I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”  We have been told “how” to conduct ourselves in the church, including the way in which “money” is to be raised.  In 1 Corinthians 16:2, Paul gave orders to the churches by saying, “On the first day of the week, let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper…”  The New Testament is clear.  The collection of finances came solely (only) from the voluntary giving provided by its members as collected on the 1st day of the week.  The churches of Christ in the 1st century never used: Bingo, church suppers, love-gift donations for purchased items, payments collected for secular education or day-care programs or the psychological extortion techniques propagated on guilt-ridden members through emotion pleas from preachers waving about $100.00 mission envelopes!  
	The anger of Jesus was valid towards the money-makers in the temple.  Reverence for God’s will had long been deserted and the common people were looked upon as merely financial prey to line their elites’ pockets.  Denominational groups have been following in these footsteps for some time and our Lord must be seething hot! 
	 The West Mobile church of Christ uses no gimmicks to take one’s money.  As a matter of fact, we refuse to accept money in any fashion other than that which is specified from the New Testament Scriptures.  If you are tired of religious groups around us who constantly attempting to extract your wallet from your pants or purse through modern business marketing techniques or emotional gimmicks tugging at your heartstrings and want to start giving as 1st century Christians did from the New Testament from a pure heart, check us out this week!

