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“For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind: …”  (Hosea 8:7)

	I love studying the Old Testament prophets.  Homer Hailey once said that when one reads the description of the people in the prophets you could easily imagine them describing the condition of the United States.  
	As I write this article, my mind is filled with many thoughts of past situations and current conditions.  I recall many past discussions with my brethren within “institutional” churches.  Mingle the thoughts of those discussions with recent discussions plus articles and sermons delivered by those brethren.  I have recently written articles calling out the Monteagle church of Christ along with its elders.  For the most part, the feedback I have received has been very favorable.  Brethren from local churches of Christ as well as brethren from churches from other locations have responded in highly favorable ways with compliments and following our Facebook page.  Our following members has grown by nearly thirty percent since I published those articles.  The negative feedback has only come from three of the women from that congregation.  Not one of the elders, the preacher, or any of the men have responded.  Yet, they have all totally missed the point.  I not only called out the Monteagle church but all the “institutional” churches with examples from other churches engaged in the social gospel.
	A friend who is a member of an institutional church in another location sent me a kind message disagreeing with me and a link to a sermon delivered at Polishing The Pulpit.  I listened to the sermon entitled, “Romans 14 and Those Scary Verses.”  Let me say there is not one thing I heard in that sermon I disagree with.  I contacted the preacher who delivered the sermon and had a short conversation with him via email.  In his sermon, he stated that Romans 14 does not apply to doctrinal or moral issues.  I agree.  He said it only applied to matters related to one’s personal scruples over matters that God was indifferent towards.  Again, I agree.  He then said that no one should destroy a brother over meat.  Yep, agree again and wish he would listen to his own sermon and practice what he preaches.  He then made the remark that a person who thinks the church should build a kitchen in its annex but doing so could destroy God’s work should just keep his opinion to himself.  He added that you do not destroy God’s work for things like that.  Oh my, if only brethren had done that back in the ‘50’s and ‘60’s, the church would be at peace and not divided today.  I agreed with everything the brother said in his sermon.  I just find fault with him and other preachers within “institutional” churches for being inconsistent, hypocritical and not practicing what they preach.      (Pt. #1 continued on the back)
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