
Coming To A Church Of Christ Near You: Free Beer! (Pt. #1)
Keith Hamilton – continued from the front
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	Now, I am about to finish reading the current issue of the Spiritual Sword.  The Spiritual Sword is a publication put out by preachers within “institutional” churches of Christ.  The paper still advertises that it is published quarterly by the Getwell church of Christ in Memphis.  I am confused because I thought that church closed its doors recently.  
	Regardless, the title of the recent publication is, “An Examination of Alcohol from the Bible.”  I have been reading and listening to discussions from preachers with “institutional” churches regarding this subject and understand full well why the Spiritual Sword would put out this paper now.  As one of their preachers put it, there is an alarming spike among the members of “institutional” churches who believe in drinking alcoholic beverages.  They have preachers who are defending the private and social use of drinking intoxicating beverages.  
	As I have listened to the discussions and read the articles within the Spiritual Sword, I have found myself just shaking my head.  I just find it so hard to believe these brethren are surprised and upset at this trend.  Have they not studied the old prophets to note the pattern revealed within their pages repeated over again by the people of Israel?  A pattern of religious apostasy followed by moral degradation because when God’s word is destroyed as a foundation for religion, its credibility for things of a moral nature is also destroyed.  Are these brethren that naïve, because they cannot be that ignorant?  Where did they think things would go when they kicked the Bible to the curb when it came to the work of the Lord’s church?  Did they not fail to realize their liberal attitude towards God’s word with the work of the church would lead to the perversions in their worship services they are now experiencing with instrumental music, etc.?  Did they not realize their liberal attitude towards God’s word would lead to unscriptural arrangements with the organization of the Lord’s church they are dealing with in women being appointed to roles as preachers and elders?  Did they not realize their liberal attitude towards God’s word would lead ultimately to accepting and normalizing what was commonly considered immoral in the past such as social drinking, etc.?  The alarm now among these brethren is truly astounding.
	In one of the articles within the recent issue of the Spiritual Sword, the writer accuses brethren who believe in drinking alcohol contented beverages with causing division.  He cites Romans 14:21, “It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.” (Romans 14:21)  The writer makes a strong argument that the expression “drink wine” cannot be intoxicating wine in that verse because it is included along-side the expression “eat flesh.”  He pointed out that God was indifferent about the eating of meat (flesh – KJV) and therefore the drinking of wine would also be a matter that God was indifferent towards.  However, he pointed out that God was not indifferent towards intoxicating beverages in the scripture.  His conclusion was that the wine of Romans 14:21 was not intoxicating.  A very good and strong argument.  He went on to add that brethren who are promoting drinking intoxicating beverages are destroying God’s work and dividing the Lord’s church in violation of Romans 14:21.  I want to say to that brother, “Amen.  Yes, I agree. Now, get rid of the fellowship meals too!”  Is this brother not capable of seeing his inconsistency that others can easily see?  This is the problem which has been pointed out before.  This is the reason a generation of people have arisen within the Lord’s church to which Bible authority means absolutely nothing.  They have witnessed hypocrisy and inconsistency for years.  The dismissive attitude of preachers towards God’s word in the past towards the work, worship and organization of the church is now applied by liberal brethren towards things of a moral nature.  Yes, they have sown to the wind and are now reaping the whirlwind!  Like two young preachers laughed when discussing Bible authority with me and one of them said, “Brother Hamilton, we do many things for which we do not have Bible authority.”  When one throws the Bible in the garbage can over religious matters, it is thrown in the garbage can.  Do not act surprised when brethren justify and normalize immoral practices.  Do not run over to the garbage can and dig the Bible out to start quoting the Bible to them to prove they are wrong.  You will only expose your hypocrisy!  More to come so stay tuned.   					       (Pt. #2 – Next Sunday, Lord willing)
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