
Coming To A Church Of Christ Near You: Free Beer! (Pt. #2)
Keith Hamilton – continued from the front
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Oh, I know, “… if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?  It is thenceforth good for nothing, …”  “Good for nothing” is an appropriate description anytime a church gets poured into the mold of the world.  “Good for nothing” is a good way to describe a church where the people have become conformed to the world rather than transformed (Romans 12:1-2). “Good for nothing” is a good expression to describe many churches of Christ.  In the previous article, I remarked how my brethren today have copied the Catholic church and stated they may as well call themselves Catholic because of the way they behave.  Now, churches of Christ have dancing.  The Baxter church of Christ in Baxter, Tennessee sponsors regular Zumba dance classes.  The West Broad church of Christ in Richmond, Virginia has regular Line Dancing classes.  The Clear Creek church of Christ in Hixson, Tennessee has a regular “Boots and Buckles” dance workshop.  There are many other churches of Christ that have regular dance classes.  Who would have thought such would happen forty or fifty years ago?  Oh well, like the wife of one of the elders at Monteagle talked about not seeing any harm in having some fun at the Fellowship Hall.  Yes, it is all done in fun until judgment comes. “They rose up to play …”
	In addition to dancing “at church” which was done by the Catholic church where we lived in Texas, they would have a regular “Beer Bash.”  A "Beer Bash” is what they would call their regular “beer drinking party” at their church.  I remember with some of my friends one time asking another friend who was Catholic what her priest thought about them drinking “at church.”  She looked at me incredulous and said, “He drinks with us.”  Well, I guess that answered that question.  So, with the “alarming rise” among members of churches of Christ that believe in drinking intoxicating beverages I ask, “How long will it be before some church of Christ advertises to come to their fellowship hall for a fellowship meal and have a free beer with your meal?”  
	Does that question offend you?  Do you scoff and say such is absurd and will never happen?  Years ago, when brethren predicted things that would happen among churches of Christ, those predictions were also considered absurd.  In 1979 when I debated George Darling in Fort Pierce, Florida from an “institutional” church, he said I was an alarmist and scoffed when I foretold, they would be fighting instrumental music and women preachers.  No one is laughing now since more than a third of “institutional” churches have instruments of music in their worship and women preachers along with women elders is becoming popular with them.  Do you still think that churches will not get to the point some day when intoxicating beverages will be a part of what they do in their fellowship halls?  It may be closer than some can imagine.  
	I talked just this past week with a good friend who preaches for a local “institutional” church.  He described how he preached a sermon against drinking intoxicating beverages.  His sermon upset the members of another local church so much they wrote a letter withdrawing their fellowship from him and hand delivered it to him at a gospel meeting.  Hmmm… from other things I have been reading and hearing, seems that the rise in those who believe in drinking is causing problems and divisions among the “institutional” folks.  Why else would the Spiritual Sword devote an entire publication to the subject if it was not such a problem?  Recently, another friend told me when he lived in Padre Island, Texas that the local Catholic church there was trying to set an attendance record.  To do so, they offered free beer to everyone in the community.  Already, the churches of Christ in Morrison and Monteagle, Tennessee are offering free food to people in the community to try and lure them into their church building.  How long before some church of Christ offers free beer?  Maybe not as far off as one might think.  Yes, like ancient Israel, our brethren sit down to eat and drink and then rise up to play.  God send them a spirit of repentance before they are destroyed.     
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