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God Didn’t Miss You
Bob Howton / East Pointe bulletin
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	Those who spend any appreciable time and effort, trying to reclaim and encourage the negligent and indifferent, having probably used the words, “We’ve been missing you.”  These words were meant to impress upon the minds of those visited, that we have been aware of their absence(s) at services, and that we are sincerely interested in their spiritual welfare.  The honest will realize that every Christian has a responsibility, and an obligation, to show genuine concern for those who are not careful about their spiritual duty.  By the same token, there is reason to express sincere appreciation for steadfast and unmovable devotion to one’s duty.
	Missing duly appointed services of the Lord’s church is really just an outward sign of the inward failings of a weak and uncommitted individual.  The rebellious ideas and attitudes which prompt one to look with disdain upon that which God has ordained for His people, is but a symbol of the great sin of ingratitude and unconcern, which control such a degenerate life.  Multitudes of unwanted problems and spiritual failings come from just such attitudes.  The faithful can painstakingly go, and try to get the wayward to see the great mistake in their poor choices and failure to be obedient to the Master’s plan for their lives.  The delinquent might even be told, “We’ve been missing you.”  
	In another and much more revealing vein, these same people could have it told them, “God didn’t miss you!”  This, of course, must be understood in light of multitudes of plain and clear Scriptures, which God has used to define His true concern for mankind.  Note the following arguments for clarity: 1) Missing services is a direct and flagrant violation of the commandment found in Hebrews 10:25.  It doesn’t end there, however!  2) It violates 1 Thessalonians 1:7 which clearly demonstrates that believers are to be proper examples to others.  3) It prompts one to forget 1 Corinthians 16:2, which enjoins regular, faithful giving upon every first day of the week.  4) It short changes Christians of the required study enjoined by 2 Timothy 2:15.  5) All of this results in spiritually stunted Christian growth, because the mandated desire for the milk of the Word specified in 1 Peter 2:2 is completely disregarded.  What is the result of all this?  Depraved minds which have no joy in associating with faithful Christians, and the downward spiral of their honor, virtue, spiritual maturity and foolish unconcern for the looming devil’s Hell which awaits all who forget God.
	What shall we do then?  We’ll probably go, time and time again, and repeat the often used phrase, “We missed you,” but we will probably never utter the words, “God didn’t miss you!”  Allow me a few moments to reflect upon some of God’s attributes, which will clarify such a statement.  “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good”  (Proverbs 15:3).  “Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?  And one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father” (Matthew 10:29).  “Search me O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24).  Finally, “I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his way, and according to the fruit of his doing” (Jeremiah 17:10).
	By the time our readers have surely determined that my premise is not that God might somehow, “Not miss one who deliberately disobeys Him,” but rather that God does not miss anything in one’s life!  He’s there!  He sees!  And, He does not miss a thing!  No sir!  God doesn’t miss a single disobedience, nor does He fail to have it written down for consideration at Judgment.  
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