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	These types of members will attend an assembly “every now and then” or attend just enough to avoid being “noted,” (Romans 16:17) for living contrary to the doctrine of Christ.  Then, there are other members who “hop” from one congregation to another in hope of finding a group who will let them have Jesus, “just the way they like Him.”  I’m aware of members who were caught practicing sin, then they quickly wrote a distraught letter of “good-bye” to the local church, indicating their own “withdrawal” from that congregation, as an attempt to, “beat the church to the punch.”  I have also witnessed situations where rebellious members flaunt their departure from the Lord by writing a polite letter to the congregation, requesting to have their names promptly removed from a membership list for they have, “found a better way or a more spiritual group to worship with,” and they weren’t talking about a church of Christ either!
	All behaviors of this nature are nothing more that devious and devilish attempts by sinful brethren to avoid being castigated as sinners.  Imagine someone attempting to use such ploys belonging to a branch of the United States military!  When one decides to go AWOL in military service to our country, a letter of polite resignation is not going to “cut the mustard.”  You cannot just quit the military without serious consequences and a member of the church of Christ cannot just quit serving God without eternal consequences.  When a member of the church attempts to run from a congregation, brethren need to quit upholding the hands of the rebellious by saying, “You can’t withdraw from those who have withdrawn themselves from us!”  The New Testament is clear.  Paul said in 2 Thessalonians 3:14, “And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, NOTE that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed.”  To “note” someone for rebellion to God’s law is to “distinguish” or to “mark” that person as one who is now living in sin.  That person could be on the other side of the planet, still running from God, but that does not minimize the obligation God has placed on the congregation.  Paul told Timothy, and in the process told the world, in 2 Timothy 4:10 that, “… Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world.”  I wonder if Demas wrote Paul a letter saying, “I just can’t serve God with you anymore for life has become far too difficult and I need time to re-think and find myself again.”  If he did, it surely did not stop Paul.
	The way one holds fast to our hope is to become a Christians, worship and work with a congregation of God’s people through thick and thin and then, be faithful to God’s every command till death.  Faithful members in churches of Christ do not run from sin; they fight against it and if they fall prey to sin, they overcome it (1 John 2:1-2).  If they have problems with their brethren in a congregation, they work them out together in a spirit of love as Jesus taught in Matthew 5:23-24.  Christians assemble as often as possible for they are determined to “hold fast” to their confession.  They want to work in the vineyard of the Lord.  No excuses!  No congregational hopping!  No running from their problems!  They have virtue, they have brotherly kindness and they have love for God and one another.  They will worship and work with a congregation of God’s people.  They will stir up their brethren to love and good works.  They will assemble with the saints at their every opportunity.  Being one with this world is no longer an option for them.  Excuse making for lax service is deplorable to them.
	My friend, you can’t “hold fast” to God without an absolute determination to obey God’s every command.  It is Satan who encourages you to find a way around congregational activity and discipline, but it is God who says that those who sin willfully having nothing left but, “a certain fearful expectation of judgment” (Hebrews 10:27).  One of the responsibilities the New Testament has placed upon all the churches of Christ was to warn sinful brethren of the harsh consequences that rebellion against the Lord will bring.  Far too many rebellious members are getting away with sin!  We must warn!  We must cry out!  We must note the wayward!  Brethren, let us never forget the powerful statement in Hebrews 10:31 which says, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God!”
	If you serve God with all your heart and soul, there is a bright hope for us to hold fast to.  If you leave the Lord by returning to the ways of the world, there will be death.  The choice is ours.  No one reading this article can afford to make the wrong choice.
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