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If We Love – We Will Obey
Richie Thetford / Poudre Valley e-bulletin

	In the family relationship children who love their parents will obey their parents.  Children that purposely disobey their parents don't love them as they should.  Children are commanded to obey their parents (Ephesians 6:1), and they will gladly do so when they truly love them.   The same is true in the realm of religion.  When one says that they "love" Jesus then they will show that love through obedience to Him.

Jesus’ Instructions
	In John 13:34-35, Jesus said, “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”   Jesus taught that man MUST love one another to be accepted by Him.  He showed that in three ways: 1) By command: “That ye love one another.”   We have no option when it comes to love if we are to practice true Christianity.  We must love one another.  2) By example: “As I loved you, that ye also love one another.”  Jesus showed us what love is all about through the life He lived.  He loved us so much that He died for us.  We must also show and practice this kind of sincere love for our brethren.  3) By necessary inference: “By this shall all men KNOW that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  When we love one another the way Jesus expects us to, then others will KNOW that we are His disciples.

Actions Speak Louder Than Words
	We have heard the old saying that “actions speak louder than words.”  This is true.  Lip service will not get an individual very far; it certainly did not impress Jesus as He called the Pharisees hypocrites saying, “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Matthew 15:8-9).  Jesus KNEW that if they truly loved Him then their actions proving so would follow.  But what happened?  Their heart was not set on following Jesus but after the commandments of men.  Does this sound familiar?  Many today say they “LOVE” Jesus, yet do not do as He says, but will follow the doctrines and commandments of men!
	“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15).  This is especially important to understand in view of the fact that Jesus also said, “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).  Many precious souls are going to be lost because they did not OBEY the commandments of Jesus.  The apostle Paul addressed this in his second Thessalonian letter when he stated, “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;” (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9).  It would sure seem to me that when one says that they “love” Jesus then they would WANT to do everything that Jesus asks them to do.  Our eternal destiny depends on what we DO with our life while we live on this earth.

Let Us Abide In The Love Of Jesus
	In John 15:10, Jesus said, “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.”  The only way that we can abide in Christ is to do what He has asked of us.  Do you really “love” Jesus Christ?  If so, then you will obey Him, knowing that it is only through Him that you will receive eternal salvation (Hebrews 5:9).  If you have not obeyed Jesus' command to be baptized (John 3:5), then you must ask yourself, “Do I really love Jesus?”  Remember, love is demonstrated through ACTION of obedience.   

