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Is This What The Future Holds?
author unknown

	It is some time in the future.  It could be as much as fifty years from now, or it could be less than ten.  You are huddled with a small group of ram-shackled buildings and it’s very cold.  There is no stove in the building, so everyone is wearing a heavy coat.  There are no lights either and the day is cloudy enough that dim, gray light barely illuminates the room.  All heads are bowed.  Someone is whispering a prayer.  You are present at a worship service in the future.  
	Earlier, you had all sung a few hymns very softly so that no one on the outside could hear.  Several prayers have been uttered, and you had partaken of the communion consisting of home-made bread served out of a kitchen dish, and sour juice from a coffee cup.  You had gathered one by one so that no one would suspect that a worship service was beginning and inform the authorities.  Because, you see, religion is now against the law!
	All too soon the services are over, and you sit there dreading the remaining of the hectic week, as you wait your turn to leave.  While you wait, you think back over the years of your childhood.  You remember when everyone came to the assemblies together… unafraid.  You can remember when there were church buildings with real pews, lights and air conditioning.  You can even remember when everyone sang and prayed and preached as they wanted to.  You can remember part of the prayer when someone would say, “We thank Thee that we live in a country where we can gather together for worship without fear of molestation.”  Oh, how those words come ringing back!
	How did this happen?  Well, it happened a long time ago when this country was still free.  People began to take for granted their prosperity and freedom!  Morals began to decline.  Modesty disappeared.  No one really protested!  People began losing their interest in spiritual matters.  They lost their concern for the souls of the lost.  They quit attending services.  The whole nation seemed to be going crazy!  People were doing exactly what they wanted to do, no matter how sinful.  There were riots.  A mob even burned a church building!
	Then, one day, it happened.  No bombs fell and no shots were fired.  Early one morning, soldiers in strange uniforms simply marched into your town.  The church had been swept along with the tide of times.  Christians had failed to take a stand.  Religion had first become a pastime, then a joke; and then, there was a law against it.

	Brethren, I found this simple “anonymous” bulletin article nearly 30 years ago.  It was thought provoking then and, after witnessing the wide array of government restrictions placed upon churches surrounding COVID in 2020 and observing how many congregations deserted “assembling” 6 years ago, it’s even more thought provoking today.  I pray this never happens in America, but it surely can.  Let’s determine to be the best, most faithful Christians we can be… assembling together with joy and determination to stand up, stand up for Jesus.  
	Remember, the Lord would have spared the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah if He would have found TEN righteous people among those wicked communities.  Our Lord cares about us, even if the world around us is falling apart.  Be prepared today!  Our American freedoms are fragile, even if many about us don’t recognize it.   Serve the Lord, hold fast to the faith of our Savior and be a light for Jesus.  Be watchful, prayerful and faithful!           (-kds)


