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Longing To Worship With The Saints
Richard Thetford / Poudre Valley e-bulletin

	Getting the opportunity to worship with the saints as often as we can is a privilege for every Christian.  The dedicated Christian has the attitude, “I get to go to worship” rather than, “I have to go to worship.”  There are various passages in the New Testament that show the necessity and importance of assembling ourselves together, but the devout Christian has a desire to attend because of the love they have for their brothers and sisters in Christ.  Unfortunately, there are some Christians who do not look forward to the time that they can come together with other Christians.  I recently saw a sign that says. “If you don’t look forward to regularly attending with the saints, then how can you look forward to being with them in heaven?”
	When one willingly decides not to attend, they have sinned.  The word of God says, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:23-25).  This passage of scripture tells us plainly that we are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together.  Why?  Because as Christians we have a duty and obligation to God and to our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We want to assemble so that we can stir up love and good works with one another.  By doing so, we are holding fast the confession of our hope – longing for the time that we can be together with Jesus in heaven.  When we decide that we do not want to attend with the saints, then we have sinned.  The very next verse says, “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins” (Hebrews 10:26).  It is a truth that we are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together and when we do, we have sinned and there no longer remains a sacrifice for our sins.  We are also to meet together to partake of the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:17-33) and to give as we have prospered (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).  What a wonderful opportunity we have as God’s children, to eagerly come together to exhort one another, and so much the more as we see the Day approaching. “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). 
