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	No, I do not speak in tongues, nor am I hallucinating!  From our Bible study last Wednesday night, one of our members ask about this phrase in reference to the various requirements the Holy Spirit has laid upon men who desire to serve in the office known as Deacons from 1 Timothy 3:8-13.  As we discuss Bible topics, especially “tough ones” like this, we are determined to speak to each other with a spirit of integrity, kindness and godly unity.  I thought I would take a moment in today’s bulletin to discuss this requirement Paul has placed upon “deacons.” 
	One who serves in the office of a deacon with a local church is one who is: not given to much wine!  In dissecting this expression by definition from the Greek phrase we get: not at any time… wine… much…; to be given or addicted; literally, not to be addicted to much wine, proven that wine does not control him.  
	Here is a man who is blameless and reverent, a man who holds the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.  A man like this knows the prohibition God has placed against drunkenness throughout Scripture, including what Peter said in 1 Peter 4:2-3 of our need to abandon all lifestyles of lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  He will not run, nor live, in lustful things as the world about us does!  His walk in the faith deters him from consuming intoxicants in every social setting.   It is just not what he does, nor who he is! 
	A deacon appreciates the wisdom of King Solomon in Proverbs 23, which graphically exposes the bruising results of those who, “linger long at the wine” in vs. 29-30.  In vs. 31, Solomon insists, “Do not look on the wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it swirls around smoothly; at the last it bites like a serpent and stings like a viper.”  Yes, handling fermented wine (or another strong drink) is compared to handling a snake – if one is not extremely careful, he is going to get bit!  The best course of action is to leave “intoxicants” alone, but if you have to handle them, handle them with the upmost of caution.  Deacons have proven themselves; they’re not participants in today’s drinking parties – they don’t go there!  Christians fight against the “devil’s brew” and those who argue that we can “social drink” are doing nothing more than… handling a snake by the tail!  OUCH!
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