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Memorial Day
 Kenneth D. Sils

	A sacred, special day… Memorial Day!  I wouldn’t call it a celebration, but a memorial, an appreciation, a somber reminder… it’s Memorial Day.  Once again, we come together as a thankful, respectful and appreciative people… to remember.  Why, because it’s Memorial Day!
	Another Memorial Day is here!  We have gathered together today as a body of Christ in Mobile, as we do each 1st day of the week, to remember the ONE who gave Himself as the Protectorate of the people.  He did not bear arms against our enemies, but offered Himself in that horrid hour of darkness centuries ago in Jerusalem as an appeasing sacrifice for the safety, security and redemption of sinful men!  Yes, again today, we’ll remember that Jesus of Nazareth (The Christ of God) willingly laid Himself on that jagged piece of wood so that we could be delivered and saved from the clutches of our enemy!  Jesus died… so we can live!
	If any of you know me, this is not a flippant slap at our current practice of Memorial Day which occurs the fourth weekend of May annually in America.  I hold all of our governmental authority figures in the highest regard and appreciation.  May God bless all who have and continue to serve in such capacities.  May God comfort those families who have lost soldiers who gave the “ultimate sacrifice” for our freedom and nation.  It is wise that our nation has chosen a special day to offer its collective appreciation in such a way to our fallen heroes.
	My point is simple: The Word left heaven for a purpose in which no earthly soldier can fill.  Jesus took on flesh (John 1:14), so that the body He was given (Hebrews 10:5) would be brutally sacrificed to satisfy God’s righteous wrath against humanity for sin.  He was crucified so that my sinful soul could be washed clean!  His blood made a pathway for men to be joyously reconciled with God, figuratively opening heavens “gates” to all submissive believers!
	Brothers and sisters, the Lord’s Supper is not an empty ritual!  Paul reminds us that Jesus said in 1 Corinthians 11:24-26, “and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’  In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.”  Let us eat and drink today in the spiritual feast of the Lord’s Supper with sober reflection, appreciation, humility and gratitude.  Anything less is unacceptable.  Remember that fateful day.  Jesus deserves nothing less!

“Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread…”  (Acts 20:7)
