The West Mobile Motivator
West Mobile Church Of Christ – Mobile, Alabama
	
        Sunday Assemblies:                         Wednesday Night:
           9:00 AM & 10:30 AM                                    Bible Classes: 7:00 PM
          Bible Classes: 9:40 AM                                 Today’s Date: 2/1/2026

            129 Hillcrest Road                                         Ken Sils; Preacher
             Mobile, AL 36608                                            (251) 342-4144

	Website: westmobilechurch.com	



Now, That’s Some Prayer!
Kenneth D. Sils


“And when they prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
they spoke the word of God with boldness.”  Acts 4:31

	I am persuaded the most important book in the Bible is this great book, The Acts Of The Apostles.  When I’ve told that to people in Bible studies, they’ve looked at me with shock for some have never even heard of this New Testament book.  My reasoning is obvious as this book is the historical record of the establishment of the church of Christ, providing clear examples of what people did to be saved from their sins (becoming Christians) and then how they functioned within a congregational framework.  
	Acts 4 records the 1st persecution of the apostles by the Jewish leaders as Peter and John were severely scolded for preaching by the name of Jesus.  When they are released, they returned to inform the other apostles of the incident, but Peter and John were emboldened as Peter said in Acts 4:29, “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word.”  As they prayed, God made it emphatically clear that He heard and would positively answer that prayer!
	Some wonder what is happening with the expression, “… they were filled with the Holy Spirit” in that verse.  The miraculous powers of the Holy Spirit are somewhat “cloudy” for us to understand today, but it appears they were being reminded of the great power the Holy Spirit had placed upon them from their baptism in the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:1-4.  The place shook as a dramatic display of power was once again, re-lived in all of them.  
	For a moment, let us bring this event home to us who live in the 21st century.  The ability to possess “miraculous” spiritual gifts is long gone, as Paul stated in 1 Corinthians 13:8-13.  We have the “perfect” law of liberty in its fullness as we read our New Testaments.  However, there is still wonderful power in the prayers of the righteous!  Peter told us in 1 Peter 3:12 that God’s ears are open to the prayers of Christians.  James tells us in James 5:17-18 that our prayers still carry weight in the mind of God, even to the point of affecting the weather if God so chooses to fulfill such a request!  
	I’ll not chew on God’s end of the stick as to His determination on specific answers to your specific prayers, but I know that we should be praying like what we are specifically saying to God really, really matters!  If you are a Christian and have been striving to live righteously, allow me to encourage you to  pray regularly, consistently and passionately to God.  Remember what Paul told Timothy to preach in 1 Timothy 2:1-3, “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior.”  The Hebrew writer declared in Hebrews 4:16, “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  
	It is true, the room you’re praying in probably won’t shake, but rest assured brother or sister: our heavenly Father still yearns to hear from us and still possesses great power to deliver for us today.  Pray fervently!  Speak boldly!  Fear no man, even if/when he is posing intimating threats because you are practicing your faith and preaching in the name of Jesus!  Our God lives and works wonderful things for those who love Him.  Trust Jesus… remain humble, but boldly practice your faith in courage!  
