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“And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God”  (Galatians 6:16)

	I heard this question asked on a popular TV news show last week: Is present day Israel in the middle east the Israel of God spoken of in the New Testament?  The relevence to this question related itself to the current military incursion in Iran and as to whether the United States ought to be involved with Israel’s defense or it’s aggression against the Islamic Iranian governing regime.  
	My interest with this article is not political, but Biblical.  A man called in and attempted to explain why today’s modern Israel is NOT the Israel of God, spoken of by Paul in Galatians (and other New Testament letters) and the host almost went ballistic!  You see, most religious people today think that the current state of Israel IS STILL the Israel of God and Christians must support the Israeli’s at all costs.  
	A lady called in attempting to show how foolish that caller was by mentioning Romans 11:11-31 to prove her point.  Actually, that passage teaches the exact opposite.  Paul is strenuously pointing out that “Old Testament” Israel has been radically transformed into a new olive tree via the breaking off of natural branches (unbelieving Jews) and the grafting in of wild branches (believing in Jesus Gentiles).  The power of this transformation is so dramatic that it’s a new tree as Romans 11:26-27 states, “And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written, ‘The Deliverer (Jesus) will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.’”  
	This new Israel (Jacob) will be saved because she is the kingdom of Jesus, the church of Christ!  Paul was clear to the congregation in Rome of the nature of this transformation earlier in Romans 2:28-29, “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly (Old Testament Israel), nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh (Old Testament Israel); but he is a Jew who is one inwardly (New Testament Israel); and circumcision is that of the heart (New Testament Israel), in the Spirit (New Testament Israel), not in the letter (Old Testament Israel); whose praise is not from men but from God (New Testament Israel).”  Paul is teaching them: YOU are the new Israel of God!  Throughout the book of Galatians, Paul strove to convince Christians to not turn to Judaism as the Scriptures which created Israel via the Old Testament confined that entire nation under sin so that they would look for their Redeemer.  Jesus set forth an entirely different covenant (New Testament) with those of His kingdom (His church, His bride, His body) and that kingdom is now… today… the Israel of God.
	Before leaving, recognize that the country called Israel can not practice the Law Of Moses if they wanted to.  There are no genealogical records available to confirm that any of them are descendents of the 12 ancient tribes of Israel.  Those records were consumed in the Jewish-Roman war of 70 AD.  Since there are no records, there can be no Levitical priesthood or High Priest and that eliminates the possibility of sacrificing in the feast days of Judaism.  Not only that, but they rejected and then, crucified their Messiah.
	I do not say these things out of “Jew hatred” or “anti-semitism.”  If you would like to study this with an open mind and an open Bible, I’d be happy to explain these grand passages in their context.  Jesus, the head of the Israel of God, wants you become a new Jew; finding His kingdom through the process of being born again.  All today are invited into the Israel of God: Jew, Gentile, Male, Female… YOU!           -kds
