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The Lord Was With Joseph
Leland Ping – FB post
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	The 39th chapter of the first book of the Bible is a wonderful account of so many things.  Difficult days and God’s providence.  Hope and perceived hopelessness.  And, in the midst of these 23 short verses that make up this powerful series of testimonies is the all-important and timeless truth that God is always present and always faithful to the people who serve Him.   On three different occasions, the Holy Spirit records this phrase, “The Lord was with Joseph” (Genesis 39: 2, 21, 23).
	I would encourage you to take the time this week to read this chapter that focuses on Joseph as a captive in foreign country – away from his friends, his family and void of freedom.  This account seems unfair and indeed, the way that Joseph was treated by his brothers, wrongly accused by others and the like were all truly that – unfair, unjust, and the result of selfish and unkind ways.  But throughout his life, God continued to be with this good and godly man.
	The lesson for us is abundantly clear: when difficult days come (and they certainly will) and when it seems like the entire world is against us, we must remember that our Lord has not nor will never forsake us (cf… Hebrews13:5).  Sure, there are times when we (even as followers of God, children of the Most High, and citizens of His kingdom) feel like we are all alone and deserted and left alone to fend for ourselves.  It seems highly probable to me that Joseph would have felt this way too.  But, it simply was not and is not so.
	We need to rely on God and remember God.  And, let us also acknowledge the roles that we each play in making sure that others know they are not alone, either.  Christians have a responsibility to one another to build each other up (cf… 1 Thessalonians 5:11).  We need to, “esteem others better than ourselves” and, in doing so, remind one another that, just like with Joseph so many years ago, the Lord is still and always with us (cf… Philippians 2:3).
	God is ever-present, always loving, and consistently and fully faithful.  Let us never forget this each day we live.
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