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Without Hope
Leland Ping – FB post

	Without hope, we are left, well, hopeless.  And that is a very sad state of affairs for anyone.  If you have ever felt or known someone who has felt hopeless, it’s a miserable thing for sure.  There are numerous times in life when we may feel that hope has left us – the loss of a friend, a tough financial situation, or a private challenge that no one knows about or understands.  We have to remember, particularly as saints in service to the Master, that hope does, however, always exist.  
	Take a few moments to read and reflect on Jeremiah 31:15-17.  Jeremiah, known as the “weeping prophet” starts this little section (in verse 15) by speaking of weeping, a refusal to be comforted, and the absolute extermination of and entire group of people.  It is truly a sad, unfortunate, and desperate situation for the all involved.  In a word, it was hopeless.  In the next two verses, the tone changes in dramatic fashion.  And, for the better by far!  The Lord encourages an end to the crying and sadness.  And, He then says very plainly – “There is hope in your future.”  In that one simple statement, along with what follows, God provides evidence as to why hope should be restored for His people.  
	God does not want us to feel desperate – sad – in overt distress – in a state of hopelessness.  The entire plan for man’s redemption is all about hope.  In this life, we are provided with hope that the Lord helps us in our weaknesses and distresses.  He cares about what you and I endure.  There are no issues you face that God is unaware of or fails to care about.  He loves you and me and will do what He deems best to assist – in His time and in His way.
	That hope extends to the eternal component of things, too.  And, that’s where it matters all the more.  When life gets really hard and we despair of all the issues we face, including end-of-life challenges, we can face eternity with great confidence and assurance.  You and I can know of our destination for an everlasting existence.  It’s with God – in heaven and with the redeemed of all time.  On the darkest days, that is something that will change our faces of sadness into those of broad smiles.  The hope of heaven makes all the difference and causes the sad days to be eliminated forever.
