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	As I write this, there is no electricity at my house due to the big ice storm this week.  (I’m writing on a battery-powered laptop.)  This is day five without power for my family, but we have fared very well.  The Lord has blessed us with everything we need and much more.
	The aftermath of this storm brings many things to mind, but maybe the most impressive is the brave diligence of the crews working to restore power.  Their job is not an easy one, and it carries a lot of risk.  Dangling from a bucket on the end of a long steel arm lifted far above the ground with high voltage power lines, broken trees and falling ice all around is not a task for the faint of heart.
	Why would these linemen put themselves in such danger?  Of course, they get paid, but there are many other ways to make a living that do not involve so much risk.  It must be that they believe it is worth the risk to help people who are dependent on electricity.
	That raises a question for those of us who are Christians.  We are entrusted by God with the soul-saving message of the gospel.  Sinners depend on hearing that message for an opportunity to obtain eternal life and escape from the coming Judgment.  Are we willing to take risks to help them?  Do we think they are worth it?
	Obviously, we should be willing to put ourselves at risk to save sinners.  Jesus is our example, and He not only risked Himself, but He came into the world knowing for certain that He would “give His life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28).  Because He gave His life for all sinners, including us, we should be willing to take risks to tell sinners about Him.
	However, what we should be willing to do is not always the same as what we are willing to do.  Granted, God does not require us to die for sinners, but are we willing to risk anything at all?  Would we risk the loss of comfort or convenience?  Would we risk embarrassment or insult?  Would we risk causing an offense to a friend in sin or losing a relationship with him to tell him that he needs to repent?
	The apostle Paul told the Corinthian Christians, “I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls” (2 Corinthians 12:15).  Can we honestly say such a thing to anyone?  Do we believe that souls are worth taking risks?  Let’s think about it.
	By the way, my power came back on before I finished writing this.  I’m thankful for all those who worked so hard and risked so much to make it happen.  
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