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Some Background For The Book Called 1 Timothy
		
		There is no doubt from the internal evidence found in this letter that this was written by Paul, the apostle.  Paul wrote several inspired letters to a variety of congregations, but only four were written to individuals.  Two of these four were to this young companion and fellow laborer named Timothy.  Many commentators have attempted to call these two letters Paul wrote to Timothy and the one written to Titus as Paul’s “pastoral” letters, due to the denominational misconception that a “pastor” is the preacher, who has authority over a congregation of believers.  The New Testament shows us that pastors, bishops and elders are three terms describing the authoritative work of men who “oversee or shepherd” a congregation as in 1 Peter 5:1-3.  Timothy was simply a Gospel preacher or an evangelist, 2 Timothy 4:5.  There is not a hint in the New Testament that Timothy ever served a congregation as a pastor.
		Paul and Timothy shared a close relationship.  Paul referred to him as, “a true son in the faith, 1 Timothy 1:2.”  This doesn’t authorize some type of “clergy class,” but shows that Timothy learned directly from Paul and served him as he served Christ.  Paul took him under his wing and helped him develop as an effective minister of the Gospel.  They met on Paul’s 2nd missionary journey in Acts 16:1-3.  To avoid any trouble from the Jews, Paul had Timothy circumcised since his father was Greek.  Wherever Paul encouraged Timothy to go, he went.  When Paul was suffering in a Roman prison, Timothy was there.  His affection for Timothy and the work he would do was clearly known among the church as exemplified in 1 Thessalonians 3:1-3.  At the end of Paul’s life, it was Timothy who would bring aid and comfort to him, 2 Timothy 4:9, 13.  Timothy goes down in the New Testament as a great man of faith.
		The tone of PRO TIMOTHEON A or First of Timothy is quite serious.  There are three themes developed by Paul in this letter.  First, Timothy must preach, protect and defend THE Gospel for some have strayed from the truth.  Secondly, Timothy was to charge the church with how God expected them to conduct themselves, whether as individual members or as a congregational unit.  Third, he must constantly give attention to his own behavior and the work he was entrusted with as an evangelist.  Several specific doctrines are mentioned around these three themes and Timothy was challenged to, “these things command and teach, 1 Timothy 4:11.”
		1 Timothy is the classic textbook for every preacher of the gospel, regardless of age.  Congregations should expect preachers, who are working with them, to behave as Paul instructed Timothy to act and to heed the doctrinal messages given Timothy to preach.  Maybe this is the reason why it has been challenged by skeptics of this letter, who claim it lacks authenticity.  In our modern day of relativism, feminism and the “social gospel,” 1 Timothy is a stinging rebuke.  Church, let us always be content with sound pattern that God has given through Paul and appreciate preachers who preach it like Timothy!
		 
	
Chapter 1

	1. What tone is set immediately with Paul’s introduction?
	

	2. According to verse 2, should we refer to Paul as “Father Paul”?
	

	3. How long did Paul tell Timothy to stay in Ephesus?
	

	4. What two things was Timothy to charge some with?
	

	5. What is the purpose of the commandment or law?
	

	6. Specifically, who is the law designed for?
	

	7. When is a teaching considered to be “sound doctrine”?
	

	8. What does Paul mean by, “God putting him in the ministry?”
	

	9. How did Paul describe his “former” life?
	

	10. What faithful saying did Paul proclaim to Timothy?
	

	11. Why did Paul obtain mercy from Jesus?
	

	12. What was the next charge that Paul gave Timothy in this letter?
	

	13. Whom did Paul deliver to Satan and why did he do that?





NOTES:
	






Chapter 2

	1. “Therefore” is the first word in verse 1; what is it there… for?
	

	2. What “first” doctrine is encouraged for us to wage our warfare?
	

	3. How does verse 4 shatter one of the major tenets of Calvinism?
	

	4. How many mediators are available for men towards our Father?
	

	5. What was Paul “appointed” to be in service for Jesus?
	

	6. Is 1 Timothy 2:8-13 designed only for when saints are assembled?
	

	7. What does verse 8 mean by the men “lifting up holy hands?”
	

	

	
	8. What type of apparel are the women to adorn themselves with?


	

	
	
	9. What is meant by women learning “in silence with all submission?”
	

	10. What did God (through Paul) restrict in the lives of women?


	

	11. What lifestyle illustration did Paul use for this prohibition?
	

	12. What “general rule” is Paul making towards women in verse 15?





NOTES:
	
	





Chapter 3

	1. Can you find the word, “qualification” in chapter 3?
	

	2. Please explain this expression: “the position of a bishop”:
	

	3. Instead of “qualification”, what word is consistently found?
	

	4. A bishop must be blameless…, so please explain “blameless”:
	

	5. A bishop must be the husband of one wife?  Please explain:
	

	
	6. Must be temperate, sober-minded and good behavior.  Please explain:
	

	
	
	7. He must be hospitable and able to teach.  Please explain this:
	

	

	
	8. He must NOT be…  Please explain the “5 NOTS” in verse 3:
	

	


	
	9. How must his children be and why are they to be that way?
	

	


	10. What danger looms for those who are “novices in the faith?”
	

	11. What type of reputation is a bishop to have with those who are outside?
	

	12. Likewise in vs. 8… what does that imply from the text?
	

	13. What type of character, marriage and kids is a deacon to have?


	

	
	
	14. What will deacons who serve well obtain in Christ Jesus?
	

	15. Why did Paul write this letter to Timothy?
	

	16. The mystery of Godliness is now revealed; who is it about?
	

	



	17. Bonus Question: **** was manifested in the flesh.  Greek please:







NOTES:

		





Chapter 4

	1. What did the Holy Spirit prophesy about for some in the future?
	

	2. What will these departing members of the church give heed to?
	

	3. What type of consciences do these individuals have?
	

	4. What two doctrines will mark their departure from the faith?
	

	5. How will Timothy be a good minister of Jesus Christ?
	

	6. What must be avoided if he is to remain a good minister?
	7. What is the faithful saying that is worthy of all acceptance?
	

	8. What will happen to ministers who trust in the living God?
	

	9. What was Timothy not to tolerate among Christians?
	

	10. How would Timothy personally combat this problem?
	

	11. What are evangelists to give their attention to?
	

	12. What was given to Timothy by the laying on of hands?
	

	13. How would Timothy save himself and those who hear him?






NOTES:








Chapter 5
	
	1. How was Timothy to exhort all the members of the church?
	

	2. What should children “learn to show” their parents?
	

	3. What is the difference between a “widow” and “really a widow?”
	
	4. How can a widow be, “dead while she lives?”
	

	5. How can a male Christian be, “worse than an unbeliever?”
	

	6. What is meant by a widow being, “taken into the number?”
	

	7. Is the word “qualification” more applicable for widows than bishops?
	

	8. List her past accomplishments for being, “taken into the number?”

	


	
	
	9. Why should the church refuse to take in the younger widows?
	

	10. What was Timothy exhorted to teach the younger widows?
	

	11. Should the church do the work the individual member is to do?



	
	

	
	12. What does it mean to count an elder worthy of “double honor?”
	

	13. How was Timothy supposed to discipline an elder who is sinning?
	

	

	14. With this text, what stern charge did Paul give Timothy?
	

	15. Why was Timothy to use a “little” wine?
	

	16. What is true in regards to sin and good works?





NOTES:








Chapter 6
	
	1. How are bondservants supposed to respond to their masters?
	

	2. Must masters, who are Christians, release their bondservants?
	

	3. How does Paul describe those who do not consent to the doctrine?
	

	4. Was Timothy to continue to have fellowship with these people?
	

	5. What brings great gain?
	

	6. What can easily drown men in destruction and perdition?
	

	7. What is “a root” of all evil?
	

	8. What is the man of God to pursue?
	

	9. What must Timothy fight and what is he to lay hold on?
	

	10. How is Timothy to be until our Lord Jesus comes again?
	

	11. What does it mean to be “the only Potentate”?
	

	12. What must Timothy command to the rich?
	

	13. If the rich can go to heaven, then what about Luke 18:24-25?
	

	14. On what note does Paul finish his admonitions to Timothy?






NOTES:
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