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[bookmark: _Hlk236060893]Some Background For The “One Chapter Book” - Philemon

		There can be no doubt to the authorship of this letter as Paul wrote it with his own hand.  It is the most personal letter we have from Paul as he is dealing with a topic that requires a tactful, yet persuasive argument concerning human slavery.  
		While Paul was suffering in a Roman prison, he converted a runaway slave from the city of Colosse named Onesimus.  This slave belonged to a brother named Philemon, one that Paul valued highly for his dedication to Christ and was a prominent member of the church in Colosse.  Paul was sending Onesimus back to Philemon, as he should do, but with an emotional, yet voluntary appeal to accept Onesimus back, not as a slave, but as a brother in Christ.
		The value of this letter is quite practical.  It takes on the issue of slavery, not with a direct attack, but an appeal away from holding others in such conditions.  It also typifies Paul as a pleading intercessor for the slave Onesimus before his loving master Philemon as Jesus Christ serves today as our intercessor before the most gracious Master ever, our heavenly Father.  The emotion of Paul is on full display, the submission of Onesimus is championed and Philemon is left with one resolve: I have lost an old slave and gained a new brother.  Grace, forgiveness, redemption and conversion flow mightily from this short, yet practical “chapter” book.
	
		

	
	1. To set the tone, what predicament does Paul find himself in?
	
	2. What do we know about Philemon, Apphia and Archippus?

	3. What elements of Philemon’s faith are found in verses 3-7?

	4. What was Paul doing that could be upsetting to Philemon?

	5. Which is best: to order from authority or to appeal from love?
	
	6. What response is best: do it by compulsion or do it voluntarily?

	7. In what verse(s) is an acknowledgment of God’s providence?

	8. What does it mean, “no longer a slave but more than a slave”?

	9. What should Philemon do if Onesimus owes him anything?

	10. On the flipside, how much does Philemon owe Paul?

	11. What does Paul know about the obedient nature of Philemon?

	12. Due to the power of prayer, what should Philemon prepare?

	13. Read the final greeting of Colossians 4:7-8… any similarities? 




NOTES:






Some Background For The “One Chapter Book” - 2 John

		Although the author hasn’t revealed himself by name, there can be little doubt that this “one chapter” book is a companion to John’s 1st letter as both books have similar phrases while considering the same subject matter as John taught among the churches.  Some scholars suggest that that 2nd and 3rd John were merely outer coverings to and more specific supplements for the main letter, 1st John in which all three were supposedly delivered to a congregation within Asia Minor.  All three of these letters embrace the common theme of having fellowship with God while issuing warnings against those who would bring down the doctrine of the church.
		2 John is both positive and negative in nature.  It begins with praise for their strong walk in faith and love and leaves them with warnings against the Gnostic teachers who were rejecting the doctrine of Christ.  To stand in truth, they must visibly reject those who were teaching falsehoods. At the end of the letter, John expresses his yearning to see them face to face which suggests that John is not yet in exile on the isle of Patmos, when he was commanded by Jesus to personally reveal the Revelation.
	

	
	1. Who is “the elder” and what does that expression mean?
	
	2. Can we know who is “the elect lady and her children” are?

	3. How many times is the word “truth” found in this letter?

	4. How many times is the word “love” found in this letter?

	5. How many of this sister’s children were walking in truth?
	
	6. What did the inspired author plead with this lady to walk in?

	7. Connected with the 1st letter, who is a deceiver & anti-Christ?

	8. Which verse denies the falsehood, “once saved, always saved”?

	9. What must we abide in to possess both the Father & the Son?
	
	10. What should be done if someone brings us a false doctrine?

	11. Is there a specific reason why this letter is so short?

	12. What of the expression, “the children of the elect sister”?




NOTES:
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Some Background For The “One Chapter Book” – 3 John

		Once again, as with the 1st two letters attributed to John, this third letter does not have an author’s signature anywhere to be found, but the evidence is obvious that John is the author.  This letter closely resembles 2 John in structure with many similar phrases found among them.  Not only that, but their similarity becomes even more personal in the naming of “good verses evil” church members.  Gaius and Demetrius are in fellowship with God through their obedience to John’s apostolic authority while Diotrephes is ready to fight against apostolic authority, willing to force out members who challenge him.
		This letter is short, but powerful in its effect to command churches of Christ to adhere to apostolic authority if fellowship with God is to be obtained and maintained.  To allow men to rule a congregation outside the sphere of apostolic authority is to imitate evil.  Those who force a congregation to submit to their reign with such arrogance must have their power stripped from them for the good of the flock.  Only one has the right to be Lord over a flock and this One is Jesus; not an elder, deacon, preacher or any member of the nature of Diotrephes.  This type of leader must be stood up against and his mouth stopped for the good of God’s people, Titus 1:10-14, regardless of the pain that is caused or the loss of membership involved.  This instruction is no less valuable today.
	


	1. What does John mean by signing this letter with “the elder”?
	
	2. Do we know anything about Gaius historically?
	
	3. Does vs. 2 promote today’s “wealth due to religion” theology?
	
	4. What is John’s greatest joy to hear from other brethren?
	5. What type of godly activities was Gaius commended for?
	
	6. What evil permeated Diotrephes’ heart among the church?
	
	7. As a result, what evil things did he do against John & others?
	
	8. What will John do if he personally comes to the congregation?
	
	9. How do we know that Demetrius was a fellow worker?
	
	10. Why should Gaius “greet the friends” by name?
	



Notes:










Some Background For The “One Chapter Book” – Jude

		“Contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints,” is the forcefully delivered focal point of this small, but power-packed New Testament book called Jude.  It is a Christians’ call to arms.  It is time to fight and defend the doctrine of Jesus Christ.  As the letter progresses, Jude makes it obvious as 2 Peter did: there are ungodly spies among us, false teachers and prophets which cunningly attempt to destroy the church within using worldly schemes.  The truth that must win the day is, “remember the words which were spoken by the apostles of our Lord, Jesus Christ, vs. 17.”
		The author of this letter names himself as Jude or Judas in vs. 1.  Who this Jude is has not been fully settled, but he appears to be the “literal” brother of Jesus as given in Matthew 13:55.  James is described as Jesus’ brother too, the pillar in the church at Jerusalem, Acts 15:13-21.  This may help us understand Paul’s discussion of financial support to the Lord’s brothers in 1 Cor. 9:5, which may very well be James and Jude, begotten of Mary and Joseph.  	
		Since the author encourages full submission to the apostle’s words, one may think that Jude, the apostle, wrote this letter but that is probably not the case.  Whether it be preachers, prophets or even “literal” brothers of Jesus, the lesson is the same: the church must submit to the doctrine of Christ as delivered by the apostles and then, be determined to spiritually “fight” against all men who teach otherwise.  These lessons should not be lost on us today.




	1. What triad is in verse 1 and can you see others in this letter?


	2. Were Christians in the 1st century all “saved” the same way?


	3. What battle cry did Jude want all Christians to focus on?


	
	4. Why did Jude find it necessary to declare this battle cry?
	

	5. Name some modern ways one turns God’s grace into lewdness:


	6. What three examples did Jude use to prove God’s wrath?


	7. What three things do these dreamers do that infuriate God?


	8. List three Old Testament examples of God’s people going astray:


	9. How do we know these dreamers were members of the church?


	10. Who prophesied that the Lord will judge the ungodly?


	11. What techniques do these dreamers use to gain advantage?


	12. What standard must we use to measure the grace of God?


	13. What three things are we to do to be, “built up in the faith”?


	14. What principle is being discussed in verses 22-23?


	15. Who is praised in the salutation portion of the letter?
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